ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE amending Seettle Municipa Code Chapters 23.55, 23.84 and 15.12 to
authorize sign kiosks, to define public signsand to provide for appeals of denialsof sign
permits.

WHEREAS, The purposes of the Sign Code areto dlow signsthat invite rather than demand the
public’ s attention, to encourage the use of signsthat enhance the visua environment of
the city, and to protect the public interest and safety; and

WHEREAS, The Sign Code authorizes signsthat arein the public interest, such as on-premises
sgns, and

WHEREAS, Allowing additiona messages, including noncommercia messages and off-
premi ses messages, on sign kioskswill promote the public interest by alowing new
opportunities for communication within the community where asign kiosk islocated on
matters of interest to that community; and

WHEREAS, Theimpacts of sign kiosk structures and signs on them astraffic hazards and as
visua blight will be limited by regulating the size and location of the structures and the
messages on them and by regulating the structures' location and lighting; and

WHEREAS, Theimpact of sign kiosksasvisua blight will be limited by regulating the zoning
where they may belocated and by requiring the structural design to be consistent with
principles approved by the Seattle Design Commission; and

WHEREAS, sign kiosks are likely to be effective in promoting community communication
because many communities have demonstrated support for them in their neighborhood
plans and have made requests for siting sign kiosksin their community;

NOW THEREFORE,
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF SEATTLE AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. Section 15.12.010 A of the Seettle Municipa Codeisamended asfollows:
SMC 15.12.010A
A. All signsin public places and their supports shall be reviewed asto structural strength
and quality of materials and for conformance to al applicable ordinances by the Director of the

Department of Design, Construction and Land Use, except for sign kiosksin public rights of way,
which shall be reviewed by Sesttle Transportation.

* % %

Section 2. Findings. The Council makesthe legidative findings set out in Attachment 1in
support of thisamendment to the Sign Code.



Section 3. Section 23.55.001 of the Seattle Municipa Codeisamended to read asfollows:
SMC 23.55.001 Intent.
The intent of the standards in this chapter is:

A. To encourage the design of signsthat attract and invite rather than demand the
public's attention, and to curb the proliferation of signs;

B. To encourage the use of signs that enhance the visual environment of the city;

C. To promote the enhancement of business and residential properties and
neighborhoods by fostering the erection of signs complementary to the buildings and uses to
which they relate and which are harmonious with their surroundings;

D. To protect the public interest and safety; and

E. To protect theright of businessto identify its premises and advertise its products

through the use of signs without undue hindrance or obstruction: and

F. To provide opportunitiesfor communicating information of community interest.

Section 4. Section 23.55.014 of the Seattle Municipa Codeisamended to read asfollows:

SMC 23.55.014 Off-premises Signs.

* % %

H. The provisions of this section do not apply to sign kiosks.
Section 5. A new section, 23.55.015, is added to the Seettle Municipa Code, to read asfollows:
23.55.015 Sign Kiosks and Community Bulletin Boards

A. Signkiosks. Sign kiosks are permitted in al zones, except single family residential
zones and multifamily residential zones, provided that asign kiosk may abut a park or
playground at least one acrein size, or publicly owned community center in all zones. Sign
kiosks are not permitted within fifty(50) feet of asingle family residential zone or multifamily
residentia zone.

B. Sign kiosksinthe public right of way. Sign kiosksthat arelocated in the public right
of way mugt obtain astreet use permit from Seattle Transportation and are subject to the
requirements, conditions and procedures set out in SMC Chapter 15.  Sesttle Trangportation shall
review an application for asign kiosk in the public right of way for compliance with the
provisions of this chapter. The street use permit issued by Seattle Transportation shal serve as
the required sign permit.

C. Development Standardsfor Sign Kiosks.

1. Design and construction.

a._Thedesign of any sign kiosk shal comply with the design principles
for sign kiosks approved by the Seattle Design Commission, or shall bereviewed and
recommended by the Commission.

b. Thedesign of any sign kiosk adjacent to apark, playground or
publicly owned community center shall also be reviewed and must be approved by the Sedttle
Department of Parks and Recreation for aesthetic compatibility with existing Signs and the design
of the park, playground or community center.




c. Thedesign of any sign kiosk in aspecia review district established in
SMC chapter 23.66, 25.16, 25.20, 25.22, and 25.24 shall aso be reviewed and must be approved
by the board for that district for compliance with the standards of that district.

d. Thesignkiosk shal bein sections with maximum dimens ons of
seven (7) feet high, three (3) feet wide measuring from the centers of the supporting posts on
either side of the sections, and six (6) inches deep, with amaximum of 4 sections, The Sedttle
Design Commission may approve adifferent style or different dimensions, which shall not
exceed the maximum total Size set out above.

e. Lights, changing image signs, message board signs, and video signs
shall not be placed on any part of asign kiosk that isvisible from the street. Flashing signs and
chasing signsare prohibited on any part of akiosk. Any lighting fixtures used within kiosks or
used externdly to illuminate kiosks shal be fully shielded. The maximum illumination level at
the kiosk shall befive (5) foot-candles (fc) maintained at ground level.

f. Materias used in constructing Sign kiosks shal minimize reflective
glarefrom natura or artificia illumination.

g. Thedesign of any kiosk structure shall not be likely to be mistaken for
any traffic control device and shal comply with SMC 11.50.500 to .560.

h. All sign kiosks shall be designed, constructed and maintained in
accordance with SMC chapter 22, section 3204, the Seattle Building Code provisions governing
signs.

2. Location.

a. Thelocation of any sign kiosk shall comply with the location standards
set out in the rules of Sedttle Transportation, including without limitation rulesfor line of Sight at
intersections, compatibility with traffic control signs and other right of way uses, parking and
pededtrian safety, and access to adjacent and abutting property.

b. Thelocation of any sign kiosk adjacent to apark, playground or
publicly owned community center shall also be reviewed and must be approved by the Sedttle
Department of Parks and Recreation as not conflicting with or distracting from existing signs of
the park, playground or community center.

c. Thelocation of any sign kiosk in aspecia review district established in
SMC chapter s23.66, 25.16, 25.20, 25.22, and 25.24 shal aso be reviewed by and must be
approved by the board for that district for compliance with the standards of that district.

d. Sign kiosks shdl belocated in compliance with SMC 23.55.042 and

chapters 23.60.
e. Sign kiosksthat are not located in the public right of way shall be

located so that they are accessible for posting and reading by the public at al times.
3. Digpersion.
a._Not morethan atota of five (5) Sgn kiosks are permitted when
counting both sidesof street within alinear distance of two thousand six hundred four feet (2640

feet, Yomile).

b. There shall be minimum distance of three hundred linear feet (300 feet)
between sign kiosks on the same side of the street; amaximum of two (2) sign kioskswithin 300
linear feet (300 feet) when counting both sides of the street; and a minimum distance of one
hundred radial feet (100 feet) between sign kiosks.

D. Standardsfor Posting Signson Sign Kiosks.
1. All members of the public may post signs on sign Kiosks.
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2. Noonemay (1) sdll, (2) rent, or (3) reserve or transfer for consideration
posting space on asign kiosk. Posting asign on sign kiosk does not create atransferable right.

3. Signson the sign kiosk may be noncommercia messages or commercia
messages. Graffiti isprohibited on sign kiosks. The sign kiosk permit holder shall designate one
quarter of thetota posting areaand may designate up to onethird of thetotal posting areaof a
sign kiosk for posting only non-commercia signs.

4. Inaddition to any standards set out in City ordinances or rules, in policies
adopted by City departments and posted on the sign kiosk, and in contracts with the City of
Sedttlefor sign kiosks, al signs and displays posted on sign kiosks shall comply with the
following standards:

a_The maximum size of any Sign shall be 8 2inches by 14 inches.

b. Each person may post, or have posted on his’her behalf, onesignon
each sign kiosk. Signswith commercia messages must include the name of the person posting
the sign or causing the sign to be posted.

c. Signsshall not be posted in a manner that creates the appearance of a
sign larger than 8 “2inches by 14 inches.

d. Signs shal show the date they are posted and shall be removed within
fifteen (15) days of posting or the day after the event announced, whichever isfirst.

€. Thedesign of any pogting shal not be likely to be mistaken for any
traffic control device and shall comply with SMC 11.50.500 to .560.

5. The sign posting standards set out in subsections 1, 2, 3 and 4 shall be affixed
to the kiosk.
6. The City of Seattle may post amap of the areaand historical information on

any Kiosk.
E. SonKiosks Previoudy Erected. The Council finds that the sign kiosks erected before

the effective date of this ordinance that are listed on Attachment 2 are consistent with the policies
for alowing sign kiosks and reasonably further the objectives of promoting traffic safety,
aesthetics, and community communication. Asaresult, they are lawful signs. All postingson
these sign kiosks shall comply with the requirements of this section. Any adteration of these sign
kiosks or their location shall comply with the requirements of this section.

Section 6. Section 23.55.020 subsection G of the Seattle Municipa Code isamended to read as
follows:

SMC 23.55.020 Signsin single-family zones.

* * %

G. Off-premises signs shall not be permitted, except that:

1. When accessory parking is provided on alot other than the lot where the
principal useislocated, off-premises directional signsfive (5) square feet or lessin area
identifying the accessory parking shall be permitted,;

2. One (1) residential district identification wall or ground sign per

entrance meeting the standards of Section 23.55.014 shall be permitted.

3. Sign kiosks are not permitted, except when the sign kiosk abuts a
park, playground or community center and complies with Section 23.55.015.

Section 7. Section 23.55.022 subsection | of the Seattle Municipa Codeisamended to read as
follows:



SMC 23.55.022 Signsin multi-family zones.

* * *

|. Off-premises signs shall not be permitted, except that:

1. When accessory parking is provided on alot other than thelot where the
principa useislocated, off-premisesdirectiona signsfive (5) squarefeet or lessin area
identifying the accessory parking shall be permitted;

2. One(1) residentid digtrict identification, wall or ground sign per entrance

meeting the standards of Section 23.55.014 shall be permitted.

3. Sign kiosks are not permitted, except when the sign kiosk abuts a
park, playground or community center and complies with Section 23.55.015.

Section 8. Section 23.55.024 of the Seattle Municipa Code isamended to read asfollows:
SMC 23.55.024 Signsin residentid commercid (RC) zones.

A. The standards of this section shall gpply only to signsfor business establishments
permitted on the ground floor or below in RC zones. The standards for multi-family zones,
Section 23.55.022 shall apply to dl other signsin RC zones.

B. Ground-floor business establishments may have one (1) electric or nonilluminated
wall sgn per street frontage, located on the commercid portion of the structure.

C. Maximum total areaof sign faces per business establishment shall be one hundred
seventy (170) square feet, and the maximum area of any single sign face shall be eighty-five (85)
square feset.

D. Themaximum height of any portion of asign for a business establishment shal be

fifteen feet (15)).
E Sign kiosks as provided in Section 23.55.015 are permitted.

Section 9. Section 23.55.028 subsection E of the Seattle Municipa Codeisamended to read as
follows:

SMC 23.55.028 Signsin NC1 and NC2 zones.

* % %

E. Off-premises Signs. Off-premises signs shall not be permitted, except that:

1. Each businessdistrict may have two (2) identifying ground, pole, wall or
projecting signs which may list businesses located in the district. The identifying signs shall not
be located in aresidential zone, and shall meet the standards of Section 23.55.014 , Off-premises
signs.

2. One(1) resdentia district identification wall or ground sign per entrance,
meeting the standards of Section 23.55.014 , shall be permitted.

3. When accessory parking is provided on alot other than the lot where the
principa useislocated, off-premises directiona signsfive (5) squarefeet or lessin area
identifying the accessory parking shal be permitted. Off- premises directiona signsfive (5)
sguare feet or lessin areashall not be counted in sign size or number limits.

4. Sign kiosks as provided in Section 23.55.015 are permitted.




* % %

Section 10. Section 23.55.030 subsection E of the Seattle Municipa Code isamended to read as
follows:

SMC 23.55.030 Signsin NC3, C1 and C2 zones.

* % %

E. Off-PremisesSigns.

1. Identifying Signsfor Business Digtricts. Each business district may have up to
two (2) identifying ground, pole, wall or projecting signs which may list businesses located in the
district. Theidentifying signs shal not belocated in aresidentia zone, and shall meet the
standard of Section 23.55.014, Off-premisessigns.

2. One(1) resdentia district identification wall or ground sign per entrance,
meeting the standards of Section 23.55.014, shal be permitted.

3. When accessory parking is provided on alot other than the lot where the
principa useislocated, off-premisesdirectiona signsfive (5) squarefeet or lessin area
identifying the accessory parking shal be permitted.

4. Off-premisesdirectional signsand advertising signs, in addition to those
permitted by subsections E1, E2 and E3 of this section, shall be permitted according to Section
23.55.014 , Off-premisesSgns.

5. Advertising sgnsare prohibited in Neighborhood Commercial 3 zonesand in
the Seettle Cascade Mixed (SCM) zone.

6. Sign kiosks as provided in Section 23.55.015 are permitted.

Section 11. Section 23.55.034 subsection E of the Seattle Municipa Code isamended to read as
follows:

SMC 23.55.034 Signsin downtown zones.

* % %

E. Off-premises Signs.

1. When accessory parking is provided on alot other than the lot where the
principa useislocated, off-premisesdirectiona signsfive (5) squarefeet or lessin area
identifying the accessory parking shal be permitted.

2. Off-premisesdirectiona signsand advertisng signs, in addition to those
permitted by subsection E1, shall be permitted according to Section 23.55.014.

3. Advertising signsare prohibited in Downtown Mixed Residential/Residentia
(DMR/R) zones.

4. Sign kiosks as provided in Section 23.55.015 are allowed in downtown zones.

Section 12. Section 23.55.036 subsection E of the Seattle Municipa Code isamended to read as
follows:

SMC 23.55.036 Signsin IB, IC, IG1 and IG2 zones.

* % %



E. Off-premises Signs.

1. Identifying Signsfor Business Digtricts. Each business district may have up to
two (2) identifying ground, pole, wall, or projecting signs which may list businesses located in the
district. Theidentifying signs shal not be Off-premisessigns.

2. When accessory parking is provided on alot other than the [ot where the
principa useislocated, off-premisesdirectiona signsfive (5) squarefeet or lessin area
identifying the accessory parking shal be permitted.

3. Off-premisesdirectiona signsand advertisng signs, in addition to those
permitted by subsections E1, E2, and E3 shall be permitted according to Section 23.55.014 Off-
premises Sgns.

4. Sign kiosks as provided in Section 23.55.015 are permitted.

* % %

Section 13. A new section 23.55.050 is added to chapter SMC 23.55 of the Seattle Municipa
Code asfollows:

Part 3 Appeds

SMC 23.55.050 Appealsto Municipal Court. If aperson asserts anoncommercial speech right
protected by the First Amendment of the United States Constitution and/or Article |, Sections 3,
4, and 5 of the Washington Congtitution, and is aggrieved by an action of the City in denying or
enforcing apermit or in removing asign, and time be of the essence, the person may petition the
presiding judge of the Seattle Municipal Court for aprompt review thereof. The matter shall be
granted priority asacase involving constitutional liberties and shal be heard in the manner
provided by the Municipal Court by rule, and the decision of the Municipa Court shall befina
subject only to judicia review.

Section 14. Section 23.69.021 subsection E of the Seattle Municipa Codeisamended as
follows:

SMC 23.69.021

* % %

E. Off premises sign shall not be permitted, except for sign kiosks.

Section 15. Section 23.84.036 of the Seattle Municipa Codeisamended to add two new sections:

“Sign kiosk” means asmall freesanding sign structure visible to the public used for posting small
signs.

“Sign, public” meansasgnintheright of way that is at least partially funded by public funds and
isintended to carry messages of interest to the public.

Section 16. Not later than 15 months after the effective date of this ordinance the Department of
Neighborhoods, Sesttle Transportation, and the Department of Design, Construction and Land
Use, with the assistance of Council legidative staff and the City Attorney, shall prepare areport



to the Council on the impact and effectiveness of sign kiosks during the first 12 months of this
ordinance.

Section 17. The several provisions of this ordinance are declared to be separate and severable,
and theinvalidity of any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section, or portion of this
ordinance, or the invalidity of the application thereof to any person or circumstance, shall not
affect the vdidity of the remainder of this ordinance or the validity of its application to other
personsor circumstances. The Council intendsto maintain the Sign Codein order to continue to
promote the purposes for which it was adopted, and if the amendmentsin this ordinance render
the Sign Codeinvalid in any respect, then the Council intends the Sign Code to remain in effect
asif this ordinance had not been adopted.

Section 18. Thisordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) daysfrom and after its
approva by the Mayor, but if not approved and returned by the Mayor within ten (10) days after
presentation, it shall take effect as provided by Municipa Code Section 1.04.020.

Passed by the City Council the day of , 2001, and signed by me
in open session in authentication of its passage this day of , 2001.

President of the City Council

Approved by methis day of , 2001.

Paul Schell, Mayor

Filed by methis day of , 20

City Clerk
(SEAL)



